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Africa is the second largest continent after Asia, it has 53 independent countries, in my research 
proposal, I am going to look at on how African countries are portrayed in the international media 
specifically photography. In my research proposal I will talk about East Africa, Sudan and Ethiopia 
mainly, I will use books, Internet, my own experience and will have a small chat with people in East 
Africa on phone, in the research proposal I am going to give examples of photographers who took 
photographs in East Africa and out side East Africa and how they portray the place and people. For my 
research proposal I will be doing a symposium presentation. 
 
Photography was not the best medium chosen to describe or represent East Africa and its neighbouring 
countries like Sudan and Congo, its inhabitant and their culture. This is often based on the belief that 
‘nothing good ever happens in Africa’ that her people are nothing of value for the advancement of 
humanity, the international media is filled with this bad objectification and has no enough knowledge 
about the place. 
 
 
Photographer’s like Roger Fenton used the camera as an instrument of war, established the camera as a 
tool of war reportage through his coverage, leaving behind loss and horror rather than showing  
positivity or how he could improve the situation?. I looked back at the work of Kevin Carters, where he 
had photographed a starving child in Sudan with a Vulture standing by; Kevin had won the best 
photograph of the year but what about the child? And how did the photograph help the people of 
Sudan? If that’s the case. Today in East Africa, where I come from, the locals don’t like being 
photographed due to the representation of the people and place. 
 
East Africa and its neighbouring countries have often been connected with a certain conflict of vision, 
between how Africans see their countries and how others see the place, in a way there is a 
disagreement of lenses, a struggle to show and represent the place. Within the decades of the 1950’s 
and 1960’s, the nearness and reach of popular culture throughout South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, East 
and Central Africa exhibited  the photographs of a varied group of African born photo-journalists 
employed by Drum Magazine which showed something different from the international media or the 
photographer from the out sider world. 
 
Recently photography has increasingly become documentary, and when it comes to East Africa, and 
countries like Sudan, pictures of Africans suffering are preferred by the international media, and 
therefore international media shows wars, poverty or dead people rather than showing the beauty of 
East Africa which is known all over the world, the rich culture, and what is so special about East Africa 
for example if I talk about the longest river, if am not wrong the East Africa has the two oldest tribes 
namely The Masai in Kenya and The Karamojong in Uganda. Both the tribes are known as the 
bushmen in the international media today!. 



 I was brought up in Uganda in a decent manner, this photo shows 
me and my brother at the equator. 
 
 
 

        
Photographer’s like Alexander Joe covered war in Kenya, which brought negativity. 
 
 
 
 
But photographer’s like George Rodger disagreed on how East Africans were represented in the media, 
George Rodger, who had gone to Africa for 15 times, In Tanzania he covered the disastrous British 
Ground Not scheme as well as the enormously rich Williamson Diamond mine. 
He spent six weeks in the mountain of the Kordofan province in Southern Sudan, George Rodger 
quotes in his book called,  ‘The African Photographs’  ‘largely infertile region inhabited by an 
extraordinary aboriginal people. Mush prized and physically formidable and strangely beautiful men 
and women’, Rodger found the people entirely strange, fascinating and likeable as well as the most 
hospitable in Africa. (The Nuba found Roger equally interesting.) George Rodger has quoted in his 
book, saying ‘There were no wars among the tribes of Karadofan, who between them spoke fifty 
different languages.’ Personally I think, some places in Africa, you need courage and humanity, 
George Rodger had both. 
 
 
 



             
 
 
 
 
East Africa and its neighbours continue to be misinterpreted by the international media. In my view we 
should stay away from the myths and come to the reality of East Africa. Personally I think, special 
attention is placed on the point that the more one has contact with the place, the better understanding 
and thinking one gets. The outside audience is more interested in seeing negativity about East Africa 
and in that case the media shows what the audience is interested in, personally the audience should 
change there thinking about the place. The best way to change it, is to visit the place and see the reality.  
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